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Sufism.

The book contains illustrations, a preface, six-parts, 27 chapters,
along with an appendix, glossary, note about the contributors, index of
names, index of concepts, themes, places, book titles and a Quranic
[ndex. The editor claims this book to be the first truly global anthology
of Islamic Hagiography in English language, both historically and
geographical[y, which is translated from seventeen languages of origin,

with the help of two dozen Islamic scholars specializing in broad

spectrum of languages (p. Xi-Xiv).
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3. *Abd Allah ibn As‘ad al-Yafr'T's Defense of Saintly Marvels by
Erik S. Ohlander (pp. 47-62). This article is written in defense of Saints,
‘Abd Allah ibn Asad al-Yafi originally belonged to Yemen but had lived
most of his life in Makkah. He was a great scholar of Hadith ang
theology too. He wrote many treatises to defend his teachings and
traditions from opponents. “Diffusion of Perfumed Merits” is included in

this manuscript with its translation.

4- The Wafa'tya of Cairo by: Richard McGregor (pp. 63-76). The

Wafd‘Tya of Cairo was a Sufi order that had left great effect on the social

and spiritual life of Cairo. A piece of writing “The Divine Gift” is
incorporated in this book.
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view of medieval and contemporary Sufi orders from 5" /11" century; 7"

/

h
13" century; 9™ /1 5 century; 13" /19" century, i.e.

5- Junayd in the ‘Hilyat al-awliya@’ and the ‘Nafhat al-Uns’ by:

iawld Mojaddedi (pp.79-91). Abq al-Qasim Junayd (297/910) is the
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Part 111 and IV of this book illustrate the stories of TUl‘kcy and

sential Aats gud Jebrced West and East friends of God. These e

comprised of the life history, Sufi teachings and incidents of SPirityg|
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ituted  greater
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. ; of the subcontin
Siraiki and Bengali genre of anecdotes ent from 4

sPiritual Sufi perspective. such as:

17- A Tazkira for the Times: Saving Islam in Post-Partition Punjab
by: Anna Bigelow (pp- 219-233). This anecdote has been taken from the
book “Bagh Anbiya Punjab™ written by Sufi Muhammad Ismail, gy
penned several tales of God’s Friend of the Punjab region. He mentjopeq
the spiritual powers of saints, their pious behavior, poetic COmpositiong
and Satan’s encounters with renowned figures of that period. Ismail hgs
described biographical and historical details about 32 saints frop,
different Sufi orders. Shaykh Sadr Al-Din Sadri Jahan’s life was selected
form his piece of writings. His life and legend, harmony with other

religion particularly Sikhs were sketched in this article. After the
separation of India and Pakistan, no violence and dispute erupted in hig
area, is considered as his leading miracle.

18- Tales of Renewal: Ahmad Sirhindi, Reformer of the Second
Millennium by Arthur Buehler (pp.234-248). This story illustrates the
deeds of Ahmad Sirhindi. It poses him as a millennial reformer of

religion, which has been derived from the letters of Sirhinidi written 1o
different people of his time.

19- Sufi Poetry of the Indus Valley: Khwaja Ghulam Farid by Jamal
J. Elias (pp. 249-260). Khwaja Ghulam Farid is the most celebrated Sufi
poet of the Indus valley. His ten legendary pieces of poetic compositions
are included in this article. His style is different from other poets of the
region because he represents himself in a womanly manner. He U3

¢ < . ¥ . IS l],:
many symbolic phrases in his verses. The author has illustrated all th¢
characteristic of his poetry.
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20‘ The [S ATl D=
ma‘ili Pir Sadr ad-Dip by Ali S. Asani (pp. 261-268). The
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s e IS,:ZT;]- [}T[, an Imér.n has a reverence and distinguished

dificultes of prescpr fr S eu_riy life and traveling towards the his Pir,
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ned the life story and work of this Isma‘ili Pir.

21 ;
Emst’ippé;;g”ggjf;f‘:r:ains ;}ujieu;;;z:;ﬂ Shrine Visitation by Car W.
: work on the attendance to the
memorial of God’s Friends in the Tombs of Nizam ald-Din Awliya and
Pir Mehr Al In this article, the essayist mentions the death
anniversaries, food delivery to visitors, rituals, offering prayers, sacred
consciousness of the pilgrimage and Friday attendance at the shrine; all

are well described.

22- Sufi Autobiography in the Twentieth Century: The Worldly and
Spiritual Journeys of Khwaja Hasan Nizami by Marcia Hermansen (pp.
186-300). It is a commentary of Khwaja on his own observation and
experiments in the spiritual world. He wrote Ap Biti in Urdu language. It

is also a pioneering genre in emerging Urdu language.

23- Bonbibi, Protectress of the Forest by Sufia Mendez Uddin (pp.
301-311). It is a story of a God’s Friend who lived in the Sundarban— a
forest in Bengal. He provides protection to the people from the
difficulties of the forest. This forest has mangroves trees that make slow
the flow of water with sediment collected form the river. A rich fertile
forest with lush greenery, plenty of natural resources like wood, honey
and wax etc. People traveling in this forest have to come across many
oods. storms and Bengal Tigers. But, they had a faith of

dangers like fl
from all these hazards that could jeopardize their

protection, in Bonbibr,

lives.
24- The Tales of Manik Pir: Protector of Cows in Bengal by Tony

K. Stewart (pp.312-332) is an article written about the spiritual and

miracles performed by this saint.
Part-VI “South-East and East-Asia” contains three chapiers which
Present hﬂgiographical selections of pre-modern and modern languages

of the Muslims communities of Brunei, Cambodia, Thailand, Malaysia
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and China, 1€ 75- The Malay Story of Muhammad al-Hanafiya by Lode
F. Brakel. (PP 1135-340). 26~ Suna Ampel of the Javanese Wali Songo
by Anna M. Gade, (pp- 341-358). 27- Lan Zixi's “Epitaphs of the Real
Humans' by Sachiko Murata, (PP 159-370). These anecdotes display

that God's Friends have served the humanity by t

teachings to show the right path to the community in the
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this treatise.

Not every reader of the Muslim world will be happy with this
treatise because of the reservations among some Muslims Sects about
Sufi viewpoint. These small sects are the Salafis, Harikis-Jamat-e
Islamians, Tabligs, Tazim-e-Islamians; - Nizari Isma‘ilis-Aga Kha
Bohras-Mustdli Dawidis and Sulaymanis; Ghamdi group, Pe m.s,_
group, LahorT group, Chakralvi group and Zikﬁs-of‘ MrVaIZI
Baluchistan; the rest of the Muslim world is very much Sufi. D flkran,
fact that the general picture, the arguments advanced by th . Despite the
it and the interpretations of Sufism that underlie th y those who adopt
that interpretation of Sufism are in fact contested hose arguments and
without critical perspective as unproblematic tr , they are all presented

ruth. So those hoping for a

critical treatment in
a volume such as this wi
is will be disappoi
ppointed.
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to its easy language, simple presentation of contents, and its range in
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covering the famous Sufis from global Muslim communities.
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