BREAKING THE TRADITION: A STUDY
e’  \[IGRATION IN THE BIG CITIES OF PAKISTAN
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Introduction

Family is a basic institution which is closely associated with the
process of socialization. In the family, the children are not only born but

they also start their primary socialization i.e., learning the customs, role

models, values and the norms of the society they live in. At the same
time, it is within the family that the cultural transmission and
participation take place. Through the family, the individual _form an
exclusively biological being, becomes a member of certain social glr:zl:
and acquires set of norms and values and learns how to makff_d:z a-liG"
for himself and to liaise with multiplicity of other agents of soul:;r wil
(school, peer group, mass media and the state) that sooner :rre
involve them (Robertson, 1987). These norms and values
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VMethods and Procedure

The analysis of this complex phenomenon is the base of this paper.
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Jitative and quumiiulivcr methods. 5‘1“'Pi”‘~?1|. ““”l‘/"*': of  the
U‘.' Jews, focus proups’ findings and observations in the ficld showed
:lT\:i\Ll[\s()mc migrants had l»IlnIl.}l};’,Cd H)}EJI.C‘;U.P:‘. C"if‘;»‘i"’ i‘(l;i"i‘» U;i‘ri‘ﬂ;:'? and
tics from their place of origin to l‘m des l.nr_lllf)n’dﬂ app 1»(.( them to
(it OWN farnilics. Although some of the mlgr'anu women interviewed
who had found independence from the patriarchal structure of their
familics of origin, as soon as they were married within the city they were
automatically swallowed up in the traditional rule by the same patriarchal
norms Lo which they were subjected to prior to their migration. Medaglia
(2001) investigated the Italian community in Britain that Italian families
seemed 10 be characterized by strong patriarchal structure. They also
seem 1o have undergone a slower transformation than the families in
ltaly which - in comparison - appear to be more dynamic. This paper not
only strengthens this point but also adds a new aspect to this issue by
identifying emerging trend for change within the family of migrants

having settled in the big cities of Pakistan which were currently covert by
Its main actors.
Gendered Roles and Double Standard

The roles men and women of the first mi grants’ generation appear
0 be much gendered i.e. they show clear-cut gender-base distinctions,
based on the reference to specific sets of norms and values applicable to
female or male member of the family. As stated by Fortier (2000), the
gender is the central vehicle of the mobilization of the family and
Eenerations in the collective re-enactment and display of the cultural
continuity. It is modality through which young migrants, male and
females participate in the communal expression of local particularity.

Within some migrants’ cornmunities in the big cities of Pakistan,
Where the women were, and still are. in charge of the house and child
Care, men contribute to the running of their families. Their children,
hUWever, although belong to the second generation dunngnthe Interview
Slated that they felt sull subjected to the same O(If,nonlm a::d vah:'e.s..
Their upbringing is taking place i ,the "m,j nloné pe e”.‘ X °
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linc tasks scem to have been assigned to the male counterpyr
routine L ’
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family. whose activitics were mainly limited o occasiong] Jobs o
the h;mqf_, Bowes et al. (1997) observed that household work Fepregey
a0 b .

a significant area for the transmission of cultural valyeg, Which i
a sig tr

from country to country, region to region and even within the Country in

relation to expectations, gender and socio- economic class. More

Over, a
among the respondents family control over the girls w

as slronger. Most

end much time
unsupervised. Many of them were spending most of their tim

at the homes of friends or rel

second generation girls were not allowed to sp

€ at home g

atives, so reinforcing the link with the
culture of origin.

Interview of the First Generation

First generation girl said:

"My upbringing was strict. Mainly because my dad
didn’t indulge in any sort of problems
daughters are our honour. Mind your o
don’t follow the native

and told me, you
wns business, and
and the things like that, so they
wanted to make sure that you would keep your hands
clean and don’t get into trouble.”

On many occasions first generation interviews declared that there

was clash between their attitude and traditional values of their parents. In

particular, the adolescent girl appeared to be more affected by the
parents’ views than the boys who instead were granted more freedom.
Thus. it was specially the girls who complained about the rigid rules they
had been subjected to, which had not been used by their peers’ parents.
They found themselves torn between a very authoritarian patriarchal
family tradition at home and life as it could have been for many of their
peers within the socially routine daily life.
Interview of the Second Generation
Second generation mother said:

“With my daughter it was totally different. she could do

what she wanted and she was €ncouraged because she

got me. I had always advised her: keep yourself busy on

positive activities without caring the societ

\ Y. Yes every
body else is going why can’t she go.”

This interview reflected that second generation parents’ culturally
model themselves as parents of their daughters as children, and of the
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1al cthno-theories) ended up being moditied. Harkness ey al.
arc!

i) .ot that although parental ethno-theories are rooted in shared
(1) Supget : _ : o
L \dk sactices, they function for parents as flexible Systems, always
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s and

¢ of construction and adaptation in rel
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e strong and rigid patriarchal system, to which the second
_eration of the migrants in the big cities of Pakistan hag been
_:;mmcd w, is changing. However, if young generation is liberating
qemselves from traditional norms and values, and gradually adopting

mose of ther main stream peers, this is due to the silent revolution,

Jhich made the women empowered in Pakistani society. Anderson

akistani origin female students differ
arents in- differentiating religion from culture, Anderson

claims that religion provides young Muslims girls with an alternative
form ol recognition and a shield ag

(19%3) explains the ways in which P

from thelr p

ainst the patriarchal authority of their
parents,

The empincal analysis was also adopted by the researcher to verify
the focus groups studies,

“The higher the rate of adaptation of the modern valye

s among the
women, the greater will be reduction in the

patriarchal authority.”

Maximum Likelihood Estimates by Prohit model in the Urban

Community
% Vanables )
|

Coefficient | Standard Error | Probability
WA (POVTR) | 0622347 | 0.00004 0000552 |
0 om0 T onere | oosmm |
| FAMSIZ 1 omeseer ooaa7 | s
| SOCAPT 032995" | 0wy | omyare |
Woeme | 037238 018854 | 0053838

Fmpirical analysis of this hypothesis reflects that the modern values
which have emerged in the shape of the enrolment of the girls in schools,
collepes, and universities, women participation in the family’s decision
and .‘,;,”,n,:n empowerment tends to become shield against the patriarchal
authority of their parents in the bip citics of Pakistan. The women's
empowerment co-elficient was significant at $% level of significance ‘ln
the bip cities of Pakistan. The effect of modern value increases one unit;
the probability of women empowerment in the urban community in the
migrant’s famihes  was enhanced by 0053838, It concludes that

pugration can promote social and economic autonomy if their husband in
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is accompany with them. I'his gives then Mmore

the urban arc: o Congrgy
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The result of the second gender migrants’ generation in the

of the respondents paid more attention to the education of their o, y
compared to their sons. They had arranged the tutors for them ip U&Hls &
enable them to get high marks in the respective classes Bccau:_dmn
think that without education their daughters can not achievye gooc; [h'q
status in the society. i
Conclusion

- T?ns slud-‘v reveals that the first gender migrants’ generation g
following their traditions and they are upbringing their childr
especially girls according to customs and traditions. Morcover, the
second gender migrants’ generation has broken the tradition of the
patriarchal authority and is following the modern values, which
promoted the social and economic autonomy among women in the big
citics of Pakistan. However, majority of the parents have positive attitude
toward their children education after migration because education and

modern values have eroded the gender discrimination.
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